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not yet definitely ascertained what they are driving 
L. Meslerday 4..P. Hna’e end Losceraxnr's forces: 

in Gur front, but by observations made by the 
Wipnk Corps” 2 ts evident’ thst’ a ‘general 
movement to our left hes been going. on 
to-day. Whether contemplating a flank movement | 
by ws In that direction or designing one himself, the 
enemy hes certainly had a busy day of it, which up 
to this hour (midnight) has eventuated in no demon- 
stration of importance, though we have been and 
are quite prépared tor such, while quietly resting on 
* "Phe qetet tg moet ‘acceptable to our troops, Inas- 
much as the weather to-day, ss yesterday, has been 
tne? most sultry and oppressive of the season, 


| } ané@ coupled with the cloads of dust which hang 
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over every road and pathway, combine to make 
it.ee uncomfortable es possible, Portions of the 
Firth and Sixth Corps have, however, been active in 
tion which might be made by the enemy, either on 
As mentioned ‘In my_lést dispatch, Buavancann’s 


forces are again in our Immediate ftont. A portion 


of the Richmoné City Guard. were to-day taken pris- 
oners. They are decidedly superior to the general 
ran of rebel captures, and appear much as our own 
éity militia de im point of dress ana gentlemanly 
bearing. They evidently regarded their capture as 
@ past of the play in which they had not engaged to 


eppear,. : : 

ing on the line of the Weldon road, which haa aot 
been used by the enemy for several days. 
‘Petersburgh’ papers: of today say that the Dan- 
Lovememamir Lende Rog a ley ay, end 
Map NAAsliais ot hateg seealica ons sa sacslions 
quality of ice, which proves of inealculable value 
during the, oppressive. weather at this time. This 
articie of ivxury is found in considerable abundance 
stored’ jn jce-houses on nearly every inhabitent’s 
papers. Tha Ew se tihabitants: that, the 
oeviccery mera ore 
thought on the patt of the Richmond rébéls did not 


108 and ether purposes. 
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‘0 iganGvautins Baooky Coss, Saturday, Jane'25;°" 
Another exceedingly oppressive day, and the 


|} moroury stil rising, ‘Military operations of an active: 


character are, by general consent, as it were, for 


pte ‘the time being, suspended. No rain has fallen for 


| M#4Fe on our front on the railroad, (It ts, in fact, the’ 


sendy to\give bettie for. Our cavalry have lately 

touched and torn the latter at different points, and 
ery has played upon it, but the rebels have 

By eoek ast sr foretaaay :pepelsing damages, 

Two of the army. letters in Monday's Tuxes 

jonts In aiffereht parts of Guamr's army, In 


aiving the information of 
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for procuring water in this part of the country being, 
of a very limited Gharuster, & drouth is, perhaps, the 


, most fatal enemy which confronts this army. The | 


remults of this state of affairs is causing serious ap-. 
| pehepsion, and indeed they are already being de- 
veloped in the form of sickness among the troops. 
To-day the ambulances have been engaged almost 
exclusively in carsylng sick men from the front to 
) the hospitals in the rear, 

“Wery Uttiojskirmushing hes taken place to-day and 
no change hasoceurred inthe general aspect of af- 
‘ fairs elopg the lines. .The rebels are reported to be 
active in repairing the demage done by our cevalry 
and infantry to the Weldon Road, which is still the 
object of ettention by both, The road cannot be 
‘made practicable by the enemy Owing to our close 


\@en. Hawodox still improves, and 1s able to ride a 
litte cally, Me bas not resumed formal command 
of the corps. He chafes not a liitle under the re- 
sults ‘of the disaster which occurred tos part of his 
cotps on Wednesday last. A thorough investigation 
of the matter will be made, and while the blame may 
fall seriously upon some high officers, it will doubt- 
less prove to be one of those unfortunate pocur- 


4 rences which circumstances sometimes combine to 


render unavoidable, 

‘While quiet prevails along the lines It should not 
be supposed that the movements of the army are 
paralyzed, Preparations are on foot for an active 
ad vigorous prosecution of the campaign at this 
point, and in such form as to leave little doubt of the 
adtuai results, KIRKE. 


—_—_—_—_— 
mene ofthe Eighth Ohte Regiment—Active 


et: Wasnineton, Monday, June 27. 


‘The United States steamer Highland Light 


The Highland Light vrought up the Bighth Ohie 
Volunteers, commanded by Wuneiow, whose 
term of service has expired. regiment numbers 

There has been no very hesvy Sighting withia the 

few days, but skirmishes are kept up all slong 
the line, and the cannonading at times is heavy. 
| Firing was heard about five ‘ules from Bermuda 


‘4 Hendred on Saturday, where Gen. Boriza is in- 
| tyenching. 


The rebels made en’ Sttack” upon Bostas’s io- 
trenchments, put did not sucosed in effecting any- 


On Satarday the rebels attecked Gen. Suunipan’s 


rt |. » at Wiloox Landing, and captured a few of his 


| & brigade of infantry was at once dispatehed to 

and Busarpan made for the James River, eross- 
successfully with his eniire train. 

is advanced five miles from City 

Yesterday, just before the Highland Light 
yb: * Oi left, 

wy Gring wes heard in the direction of Peters- 

Saturday might the rebels made an attack on 
‘our pickets at about the centre of our line, as they 
were being relieved, but were repulsed with Little or 
80 loss to our troops. : . 

Qn the heights beyond Petersburgh the rebels have 
an eighteen-gun battery bearing upon the centre of 
our lines in front.of that place, This battery hes 
been very troublesome, and so far has proved too 
heavy for any artillery that we have brought 


| Semingt it. © 


_ Gen. Wraon bas gone on another cavalry expedi- 


, ‘tien, and good news may be expected from him soon. 


A rebel Captain and tour privates came into Bur 
uan’s lines ‘on Friday and took ‘the oath of ally 

Two hundred_rebel prisoners were at City Point 
yesterday morning. 
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ment | Heavy Skirmish Before Petersburgh on 
—. | ;Satarday Evening—Gen. Sheridan Safe. 


ure , Tine 266 PM. 
The’ mall steamer Highland Light, from Ber- 
ude ‘Hundred, reports that there was s heavy 
p ak AMaturday evesing in front of 
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caloulate for the wholesale confiscation of 








NEW-YORK, TUESDAY, JUNE 


House last Friday, arrived at Wilson’s Landing Sat- | 
day afternods. They'encountered a heavy foree of 
the enemy, end hept it: at bay until refiforcements | 
arrived’ from Gen. Gainr’s army, when the redels 
were driven back. 


THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC. 


— 
4 Glance at. It im the Ficld—Its Spirit and 


Oharacter. 
Oe a 


Special Correspondence of the New-York Times. 
1864, | 

What ie the spirit, what the feeling, what 
the condition,of the grand army as it stdnds.tin- 
det arms here to-day in ‘front of. Petersburgh? 
It isin the heat of & ¢aiipaign now of nearly 
two -months’ duration—a campaign of varying 
fortune,” of gigantic battles, ot. signal successes, 
Of vast losses, of ceaseless activity, of unsur- 
passable hardships, of great: marches, which can 
In no wise be computed by the hundred miles it 
has traversed since the day it crossed the Rap- 
idan—a campaign characterised by consummate 
generalship én the part of ite leader, es well as 
of his subordinates—a campaign demanding the 
constant exercise of every military and manly 
quality on the part of every soldier engaged in it 
—a campaign of large and hopeful results, but 
whose end is not yet... Are the spirit and feeling 
of the army—its abiding spirit and permanent 
feeling—properly or approximately represented 
by the spirit and.fesling of the people in the 
country at large? “Is. it, frothy, boastful, sordid, 
gloomy—now indulging in « haii-brained and 
jubilant frenzy that ite work» is: done, ‘and its 
struggles are ‘over; now. overwhelmed with de- 
spair because its toils sre fiuitless, and its labora 
impessible of accomplishment; now in ecetacy 
that the power of the enemy ie utterly and final- 
ly erushed ; and now tertified at his might, or 
paralyzed by hie defiant frent, and ready to give 
up the contest as hopeless? ... . 

“Phese are vital questions. This is really the 
most important consideration at. the present 
cfisis, “Por upon the spirit and the bayonetgof 
_ the great.ermy now in.the field—upon this army 
here by the Appomatiox, ‘under Lieut,-Gen. 
G@RaN1—rests in large measure the hopes of the 
| nation and’ the prospects of the Américan Union, 
| Ivanight make great campaigns’ end win brilliant 
Victories without ultimately achieving the object 
| for ‘which battles are fought... But ifits soul be 
Teally indomitable; and’ ite purpose and courage 
‘be.such as cannot. be broken or cowed, then, 
;whatever temporarily maybe ite fortunes, its 
final” triumphant’ "ictess,” by the” blessing of 
Heaven;-may be sceounted as firmly ssqured. . It 
1é not hard for one fresh from the crowded cities 
‘and from the bustling activity of ej¥il life, to form 
anestimate’ of _this* matter, atid it reqdifes byt a 
i brief period of actual: contact. withthe army to 
\arrive at a definite conclusion regarding it. 

The army, then, has its lights..and shadows, a3 
has the country at large. It is undoubtedly more. 
elate of soul and élastic of step after achieving « 
triumph than after suffering « discomfiture. But 
the thing that above al} others has astonished 
,and delighted me,:.on a view and upon a know!l- 
edge of this army—the thing that is stronger, 
grander, and more impressive than all its exter- 
nal show of strength—the thing upon which my 
hopes for the future are immovably fixed—is the 
permanent character now impressed upon this 
army, and the high, herdic attributes that appertain 
toit, Passing from the City of New-York to the 
Army of the Potomac, you do not witness a 
greater difference in external circumstances and 
surroundings than you discover in she dominant 
elements of feeling and the pervading and endur- 
ing purposes of soul. Broadway has its glitter- 
ing variety, and eo, after another fashion, have 
these forest-camps; but the varying and uncer- 
tain voice, the feeble tone and discordant jangle 
that one finds existing almost. perpetual- 
ly, In. the Metropolis and eleewhere among 
the” people, has no ‘place here. 

If. there be one term which will at once point- 
edly and comprehensively characterize the fixed 
moral quality into which the Army of the Poto- 
mac has grown, itseems to me to be a word 
which has lost. much of its primitive force from 
frequent and inappliceble use=the word indomi- 
table. It cannot be broken; it cannot be over- 
come ; it cannot be reduced to despair ; it has no 
thought but of ‘contindons struggles, through 
cloud and througb shine—no prospect other than 
of ultimate success. You feel this everywhere, 
in ite ranks and under the most inauspicious cir- 
eunistatices, You see it among the private sol- 
diers, and among the officers. You notice it in 
the forefront of the battle line, and around the 
n tly camp fire, Bf see its Weep impress in 
all faces; you hear ite expression wulversally ; 
and you behold it working itself out practically, 


1 I asked, the other night, 2 youthful but veteran 


brigadier, upon whose little frame are imprinted 
the scars réceived in thirty battles—near the clove 
of @ not very successful contest in-which he hed 
just been engaged, and while the stray bullets of 
the waning fight were yet, whizzing or, falling 
around—I asked him, “what would you, wnat 
would the army eay, if the North were to give up 
this struggle, hopeless of ever achieving suc- 
cess?” “Oh,” said he solemnly, while his eyes 
flashed indignantly at the;thought, “Ob, I do 
net know. what we -would say! But the «North 
dare not, shall not give it up.” 

This indomitable spirit of the army ¢prings in 
part. from ite veteran character. » Its patriotic 
sentiment has become compact, solid and undi- 
vided ; its warlike nature has grown from the 
gristle into the bone, It has acquired definite- 
ness, unity and fixedness of purpose from ite long 
and many struggles, end from the circumstances 
and necessities of military life. It has been 
hardened. by time, toughened by experience, 
rendered imperturbable by constantly confronting 
danger, freed from vanity by its varying fortunes, 
capable of enduring hardship to the extent of 
mortal capacity, and alweys expectant: and’con- | 
fident ef a-giorious issue to its efforts. It has 
practical knowledge not possessed by the people 
of the North, of the power and pluck of the foe 
in-front ; but it has no such dread of that enemy 
as have the Northern people. The soldiers know 
themselves to be a match, man for man, and more 
than a match, in a fair field, to the rebels whom 
they have so often fought. They know it, 
not from the newspapers, but because they 
have. prienced it again end egein: ‘The 
officers feel..the same-.confidence. “I will 
fight my division,” remarked a Division, Com- 
pmander to.me; “Iwill fight’ my brigade,” were 


28; 1864," 
» 


whip them.” ¢ 
But let me note briefly’s few of the specific 


me: ; 

1. Its earnestness—its terrible earnestness. The 
soldiers of the Army of the Potomac are perhaps 
now even too much in earnest. ‘They attempt too 
much, and can hardly be restr 
eager to ve what. is impossible for them. 


been proven but lately at Spottsylvania, on the 
Chickshominy and on the Appémattox. Their 
whole souls’ are’ in thé work, All their mental 
faculties and physical powers are concentrated 
upon it. Danger is nothing; death is but an in- 
cident to them—even though it be the final inci- 
dent. If ever, under any Commander, there has 
been a time when it could be said thet the army 
was not in deadly earnest, that time is most cer- 
tally not now, under Iieut,-Gen. Gran. 

2 The absolute fixedness of purpose, the res- 
oluteness of the army; I'tiave already incidentally 
signalized. + , vat 

8. Its patience under all circumstances, its en- 
durance under sll fortune. No complaining, no 
growling, is heard. Wounding and pain aré bot 
followed by whining. Inthe hospital, on” the 
aod, and among the maimed men trudging along 
the road to City Point, I have seen am emount of 
patient, heroic endurance that will forever glorify 
the Army of the Potomac.in my eyes... Discom- 
forte and hardships of all kinde—and only those 
who have been with the army on this campaign 
can realize its hardshipe—are borne with s cheer- 
fulness that coald not be surpassed, 

4. Its solidity, compactness,. unity. in devotion. 
The army is thoroughly knit together by ths 
firmest bonds: Its feeling, as already remarked, 
is one and universal ; its purpose is.one and defi- 
nite ; its general life-end ection those simply of 
watlike patriotism. : 

6, Ite elastic strength: This is now the 
elastic and mobile of armies, as is shown'by its 
marvelous movements and marches; ite opera- 
tions; fractional and in the large; and its entire 
history since the opening of the present cam- 
paign. .This is consequent, in, great measure, 
upon the high stendard‘of intelligence that dis- 
tinguishes this army from all other armies of thé 
wor.d.. ah t - a . or 

6. The mutual vespecs between’ officers ‘and 
mer, and theiz confidence in each other ~« 

There: are: many other characteristics which 
Be noted ‘anil. dilated upon ; ‘bub. if those. 


| our army, they are time to time 


‘graphic information that ‘the. troops. were; in 
‘“ oplendid spitha,” in “ high enthusiasm,” in “su- 
pert condition,” etc., ebe.; but the perpetual. Fep- 
etition of these phrases under all circumstances 
has not tended, to create a public .cdnvietion of 
their perfect accuracyjior, at all: events, sofar ee 
the cduntry generally is concerned, the phrases 
now carry no idea whatever, and have become 
utterly meaningless. The impressions. madeby 
the army upon an observer may therefore prop- 
erly supplément or Interpret these phrases. 
Some of the grand traits now developed, vis- 
jible and vital, {in the Army of the Potomac;:may 
be traced to the fact that they exist so largely in 
its leader, Gen. Grant. He isa veteran. soldier 
of indomitable spirit; and the earnestness, réso- 
luteness, endurance.and unity of feeling of .the 
Army of the Potomac—all have their type and 
representative inhim. Emerson sagaciously re- 
marke that the triumphs of the French army & 
the opening of this.centuzy, were not due’ alone 
to the fact that it was led by the Great Niro: 


the soldiers’ who fought under him were Little 
Napoleons. The one circumstance and the other 
were mutually dependent and related. 

Certain large considerations, such as those 
here set forth, based upon personal observation, 
have given. mea new and brosder faith in this 
army, and in the ultimate triumph of the cause 
tor which it does battle. The greater ‘part of its 
veterans, whose term of service has expired, re- 
turn to the field, inorder, as they say, “to ses 
this thing through.” A great portion ef those 
whose term will expire in the ensuing months, 
will also, I believe, reénlist; and it only needs 
that the strength of the’army be maintained and 
magnified, and the spirit of the people be of « 
kind ekin to that of « the army, to ‘insure for our 
arms a perfect triumph, and for our flag the hom- 
age of the whele land, and the respect of the 
world, 


GEN. BUTLER’S COMMAND. 
——— 
The Weether—The Artillery Atieck on 


Runes vane. Monee Ganecs, -} : 


amp Noaru 
In ex Funup, Saturday, June 26, 1864, 

I must be excused this morning for temporarily 
forgetting affairs which possibiy are of more general 
interest, and devoting the first paragraph of my letter 
tom subject, trite enough it is tres, but of all-abeord- 
ing moment tq every living thing in the army. I 
mean the weather, For the past few days the heat 
hes been almost whendurable, opening 6 very Pan- 
dora’s box of miseries, whose influences, if long con- 
tinued, must surely crush every spark of energy out 
Gf man and beast. Heat! Gust! Sieg!!! Safest. 
ing heat! ,bifnding. dust! ig fies! The. 
thermometer reperted st 96 to 100 the canves 
of our tents, “(i have no means of ing this al- 
though Lem prepared to believe it marked even 
higher.) The dust rising from the dry and incessant 
ly-traveled roads in dense clouds that obscure the 
wagons whose wheels plow it through, and hide the 


irritating horses to madness, Wilting heat! perspi- 
woolen garments, and leaving the body at night in a 
state of cold, clammy discomfort. . (Few have cloth-. 
ing for o change.) Stifling anna 
; Alling eyes, ears, noses; chan; f 
pest ig enveloping handsome blue 
uniforms ia @ cloak as dingy as rebel homespun; 
searching siewly but surely through all the openinas 
of the garments, to mingle its galling particles with 
the motst excretions of the body, producing troubie- 
some cutaneous diseases, Myriads of fies! small, 
; ee flo peace, blackening the tent- 
as it passes from the plate, spoiling meat and drink ; 
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the echoing words of a Brigadier, “ against anv | 





phjebotomizing horses, who nervodsly shake their 
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equal force of Lan’s ‘atmy, and T know we will 


characteristics of the army that especially strack | . 


\ They ere 
There is nothing at which they will flin¢h—as has | 


_ given conveys generel idea of thi* trae apirit.of | 
sufficient, _ From ey 


jever sinté ‘the! war. béges! dna) this drmiv was | 
formed, the public haye-been regaled with tele- | 


LEON, but largely also to the related fact that all as 


bussing annoyingly, provoking men to profanity Bete 


rig poor fs 
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haustive work and essay an infantry 


charge upen our 


| they make the onset. Tne thin line of skirmishers 
[ tn advapee,of ihe bre raise themselves from 
their rude plts.and deliver a feeble and: scat 
fire, which stops gress 

| Ths rest advance 1 ; 
comrads, passing she pits, and leaving many of our 


know the fate whieh is to meet them in en instant 
more, Behind the high wall of earth which they are. 
rushing u~on eo bravely and with confident yells,there 


have determined not to throw away asingle shot, The: 
rebeis are within 20 yards of the breastwork., A sec- 
ond more apd the gallant men of Cel, Hawnr’s and 
Col. Cunisn’s brigades of Sramwaap’s divjsion fringe 
the inner side of the parapet, and a sheet of fre and 


witha single clash, withering the graybacks like 


at full length among the thick growth of oats,’ Not 
a man of them attempted to return, but lay es still as 
he could among Dis bleeding dead and wounded com- 
ea. It was an easy matser now to take the living. 
Our men crowded upon the parapet snd-called upon 
them to surrender, pointing the demand with leveled 
muskets, In this way 160 prisoners were captured 
unwounded, and at the same time, much to their joy, 
our skirmishers who had considered tnemselves cap- 
tives, found themselves released and custodians of 
prisoners themselves. Whilé the rebels were mak- 
ing this charge, Lievt. Buncnsn, commending Light 
Bat’ery A, did a very gallant thing. He. advanced 
his pieces to the crest of a hill not farte the rear of 
our skirmish line, and opened upon one of the ene- 
my’s braas howitzers posted on the turnpike toward 
Petersdurgh. The first shot was sighted by Lieut, 
Srurtomn, and it was megnificently aimed, It sf 

the plees fairly, dismounting % witha force that 
turned ft end over end. Other well-aimed shots were 
also sent inte the rebel lines, aed although under @ 
very severe fire, nota man or « horse of his battery 
was scratched. Indeed, our casualties during the 
entire affair, were remarkabiy few—tinirty about cov- | 
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-asis the revel custom, while with charged beyonets | 


akirmishers prisoners behind them. They do not | 


smoke, covering ‘entirely the rebei line, burst out | 
‘leaves are withered by fire. The survivors crouched |- 
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